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As a globally active company, the issue of sustainability is very close 
to our hearts. We collaborate and work very closely with our 
producers and suppliers in their local areas. This applies in particular 
to our partners on the continent of Africa, with whom we have built up 
an intensive, personal relationship over 20 years of collaboration, 
a relationship which is extremely valuable to us.

Long-term thinking, traditional, and involvement have always been 
integral principles of our family business. The importance of the 
environmentally friendly and efficient use of all resources goes 
without saying for us. It is therefore our aim at all times to keep an 
eye on developments on the ground. Our production managers 
regularly audit the producers and check cultivation, harvesting, 
and production processes. It is not always just about the mutual 
appreciation of work performance and each individual’s commitment. 
We always have the local people in mind.

Sustainable, fair partnership
On the ground



The liquid gold of Morocco – or – the secret of the Berbers

Precious Argan Oil is obtained from the seeds of the argan tree 
(Argania spinosa L. Skeels), which contain 30% to 55% fatty oil. Only 
fruit which has fallen from the tree is utilised for harvesting the oil, 
as plucking the fruit is made difficult by the nature of its wood and 
thorns. The argan tree belongs to the Sapotaceae plant family and 
today flourishes exclusively in Morocco.

The Arganeraie region lies to the south-west of Morocco, and was 
declared a biosphere reserve by UNESCO in 1998. This is where 
extraction of the oil is carried out, using and maintaining the practice 
of traditional Berber handicrafts. The Berbers have centuries-old 
knowledge of how to use the argan tree and its fruits, knowledge 
which was recognised as part of the „Immaterial Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity“ in November 2014.

Our product manager Yannic Jeworowski would like to add:

In Morocco, no one would join a business meeting only equipped 
with numbers and papers; you should also always bring a healthy 
appetite. It has been a tradition for centuries to eat couscous 
with your hands at meetings, and then drink peppermint tea, thé 
à la menthe.

Argan Oil
from Morocco



The highly skilled Berbers are extremely careful when implementing 
their traditional craftsmanship to harvest the valuable argan almonds. 

The fragile argan almond only weighs 1 gram and has to remain in one 
piece, otherwise it is useless for oil production.

We have also contributed to the use of solar power to generate  
electricity for water treatment in the region.



• Argan Oil is made up of 80% simple and polyunsaturated fatty 
acids.

• It has a balanced fatty acid spectrum between oleic acid (C18: 1), 
linoleic acid (C18: 2) and palmitic acid (C16: 0) and is rich in natural 
vitamin E.

• Argan Oil contains phytosterols and squalene.

Characteristic properties

Our QA employee Annette Rieck is shown how the shells are opened 
manually.



Cosmetics

• Argan Oil is a valuable ingredient in cosmetic products,  
with a cell-stimulating and antioxidant effect.

• It supports the regeneration of the skin‘s own lipid film.

• Its skin-protecting, softening, and moisturising properties have 
a positive effect on skin deficiencies and allergies. Moreover, it is  
particularly suitable for dry and mature skin.

• Argan Oil is ideal for producing creams, lotions, and lipsticks.

• It is a gloss enhancer for rinse-off products such as shampoos and 
conditioners and styling sprays.

Food 

• Argan Oil is a high-quality, delicious, and versatile gourmet oil for 
salads and cold dishes.

• In its toasted form, it is ideal for cooking and frying. 

• As a replacement for saturated fatty acids which contains simple 
and/or polyunsaturated fatty acids, it contributes to the mainte-
nance of a normal cholesterol level in the blood.

Veterinary and animal care

• Argan Oil is used as a high-quality ingredient in animal nutrition 
and animal care.

Applications



The valuable oil from the power fruit

Avocado Oil is harvested from the ripe fruit of the avocado tree  
(Perseaamericana Mill.), which can grow up to 20 metres high. The 
tree belongs to the laurel or bay leaf plant family (Lauraceae) and is 
mainly cultivated in tropical and subtropical climates. The fat content 
of its fruit is relatively high, and varies between 15% and 30%.

Avocado Oil
from Kenya and South Africa

Our product manager Yannic Jeworowski would like to add:

„Hakuna matata!“ Everyone knows this phrase from Disney‘s 
„Lion King“. „Hakuna matata!“ actually means „No worries!“ 
and is Swahili, which is the second official language in Kenya 
after English. In everyday dealings with the local people, you 
learn the day-to-day vocabulary very quickly, such as, e.g., 
„Jambo“, which means „Hello“, or „Asante“, which means „Thank 
you“. And you are no longer surprised to be greeted with  
„Musungu“, because that means „white man“.



Yannic Jeworowski and Oliver Lübkemann, product managers,  
at work on an avocado farm in Kenya.



• Avocado Oil consists of 75% unsaturated fatty acids, with a particu-
larly high oleic acid (omega-9) and linoleic acid content (omega-6), 
and also contains a high level of palmitoleic acid, which occurs natu-
rally in the skin and is used in many skincare products.

• It is characterised for its exceptionally high level of unsaponifiable 
substances such as phytosterols and squalene.

Characteristic properties

Through the eyes of an expert: On the left a still immature avocado,  
on the right the ripened fruit.



Cosmetics
• Avocado Oil combines excellent hydrating effects  

with a high spreading ability.

• Due to its high proportion of oleic acid, it penetrates well into the 
corneal skin layer.

• The skin-nourishing fatty acid palmitoleic acid gives Avocado Oil a 
regenerating effect.

• It supports the skin’s barrier function and stimulates cell production 
by utilising phytosterols.

• Avocado Oil provides the cosmetic formulation with a natural light-
protection factor.

• It is primarily used for the treatment of rough, scaly, and dry skin.

• Avocado Oil is a component in cosmetic creams, oily solvent  
solutions, and emulsions.

Food
• Avocado Oil is a delicate salad oil and is used for stewing and  

frying.

• It is also highly suitable for the production of mayonnaise.

Applications



The oil from the Queen of Nuts

Macadamianut Oil is harvested from the fruits of the macadamia 
tree (Macadamia sp.), which belongs to the family of silver tree plants  
(Proteaceae). Its fruit contains 70% – 75% fatty oil. The macadamia 
tree originally comes from Australia, although today the cultivation 
areas include South Africa, Kenya, Australia, South America, and  
Hawaii, among others.

Macadamianut Oil
from Kenya and South Africa

Did you know...?

The harvested macadamia („Nut-in-Shell“) has a moisture con-
tent of approx. 14 - 16%. The nut must be dried in order to 
reduce the moisture level to 3 - 4%, so that it is suitable for oil 
production. After drying and removal of the shell, the macada-
mianut is now at only 20% of its original weight.



We visit Kenya every year to monitor the production of  
Macadamianut Oil.



• Macadamianut Oil has an exceptional fatty acid spectrum, with a 
particularly high level (up to 20%) of the monounsaturated fatty 
acid palmitoleic acid, which makes the oil particularly compatible 
with the skin.

• It consists of two-thirds monounsaturated oleic acid (C18: 1) and 
contains natural vitamin E.

Characteristic properties

Expert knowledge is also required here: 
On the left an unripe macadamianut, on the right the ripened nut.



Cosmetics
• The fatty acid composition of Macadamianut Oil  

is similar to that of human sebum.

• The skin’s own palmitoleic acid favours absorption and improves 
spreading.

• It is suitable for dry, brittle, and sensitive skin and has a smoothing 
and regenerating effect.

• Macadamianut Oil contains little linoleic acid and therefore is suit-
able for use in combinations with linoleic-rich oils such as evening 
primrose oil and hemp oil.

• It is widely used today e.g. in moisturising and anti-wrinkle creams, 
regenerating cosmetics, body and massage oils, shampoos, and hair 
treatments.

Food
• Macadamianut Oil is an exquisite gourmet oil with a mild nutty flavour.

• It is ideal for refining salads and cold dishes as well as stewing and 
frying.

Veterinary and animal care
• The excellent cosmetic properties of Macadamianut Oil make it  

especially suitable it for fur and skin care.

• Furthermore, Macadamianut Oil is used in high-quality animal feed.

Applications



Sustainable cultivation of organic Sesame Seeds in Uganda

Sesame Oil is obtained from the seeds of the sesame plant (Sesamum 
indicum L.). The seeds have a fatty oil content of around 48 %. The 
sesame plant is one of the oldest known oil plants and has been cul-
tivated for thousands of years. Sesame is originally from the tropical 
Africa. Today we source much of our sesame seeds from our partner in 
Uganda, who sets a special focus on a substantial contribution to the 
sustainable expansion of agricultural activities in northern Uganda.    
We travel regularly to Uganda to advance this partnership and to 
verify developments. Gradually the supply chain is further optimized 
prior to each harvest season. Our goal is to keep the greater share of 
the value added in the country of origin to create a sustainable basis 
for our self-squeezed sesame oil.

Sesame Seed
from Uganda

Our local producer in Uganda cares for

• the livelihood of 75,000 peasant farmers

• support in the cultivation of sesame seeds

• specific training of farmers in agricultural methods

• cash advance for the farmers to pursue their own economic 
livelihood



Setting up the drying frames. 
After drying, the seeds are pre-cleaned in the field.



• Sesame Oil has a balanced composition of fatty acids that is high 
in linoleic acid (C18:2) and oleic acid (C18:1).

• It contains sesamol and sesamolin, which neutralise free radicals.

• Sesame Oil contains natural vitamin E.

Characteristic properties

Our expert Arne Schwoge examining the Sesame Seed 



Cosmetics
• Sesame Oil is utilised for body oils and as a carrier 

oil for active ingredients.

• It is introduced as a carrier oil in the fragrance industry.

Foods
• Sesame Oil is a common cooking oil for cooking, pan-frying and 

deep-frying.

• Cold-pressed and roasted qualities are used in Asian cuisine as a 
seasoning oil because of their intense aroma.

• It is particularly suitable for the baking industry and in the  
production of margarine.

Pharmaceutical 
• Sesame Oil is favoured as a solvent and carrier for active drug in-

gredients.

• It is ideal for producing oily injection solutions.

• Sesame Oil acts as a fatty component in plasters and salves.

• Sesame Oil is an intermediary in the production of pharmaceutically 
active ingredients.

• It is often found in the production of nasal sprays.

Veterinary/animal nutrition/animal care 
• Sesame Oil is preferred as a beneficial ingredient in pet food.

• It is Implemented as a carrier for active drug ingredients and care 
products.

Applications



African women’s gold

Shea Butter is obtained from the nut kernels of the fruits of the shea 
tree (Butyrospermum parkii), which contain about 45% - 48% fat. The 
6-12-metre-high shea tree reaches its maximum yield only after about 
40-50 years. It originates from the southern regions of the Sahel and 
the northern regions of the Guinea zone. Today it can be found from 
West Africa to the Upper Nile region and is a characteristic tree of 
the savannah woodland. We distinguish between two variants: Shea  
Butter, which is mainly produced in West African countries such as 
Burkina Faso, Mali, Senegal, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria, 
and Benin, and the East African variant „Shea Butter Nilotica“, from 
Kenya. 

Shea Butter
from Burkina Faso, Ghana, 
Benin and Kenya

Our local producer in Burkina Faso cares for

• the income of more than 2,000 families

• subsidised lunch for all employees

• medical treatment for the staff

• a 13-month salary each year as well as a bonus for special 
performance

• subsidised construction of storage facilities in the villages

• foundations for cereal mills for the production of foodstuff

• donations of materials and objects to local hospitals  
(e.g. beds, hygiene articles, etc.)



Shea Butter has helped African women to improve their quality of life. In 
Burkina Faso, women are in charge of the processing of the shea nut; this pro-
vides them with financial resources, medical care and schools for the children.



• Shea Butter has a high content of valuable cosmetic ingredients. 
The main fatty acid is oleic acid (C18: 1), along with stearic acid  
(C18: 0), palmitic acid (C16: 0) and linoleic acid (C18: 2).

• It has a high proportion of unsaponifiable constituents.

• It also contains anti-inflammatory triterpene alcohols and natural 
vitamin E.

• The West African version, with a melting point of approx.  
32 °C - 35 °C, can be used instead of hardened fats.

• The East African version, with a melting point of 25 °C - 30 °C has 
a softer melt. 

Characteristic properties

Shea Butter production – also produced “hand-crafted” – has been in 
women‘s hands for generations in Ghana. We are regularly on site.



Cosmetics 

• Shea Butter’s high unsaponifiable content has a  
positive effect on the skin.

• Shea Butter binds moisture and prevents drying of the skin.

• It is used as an ointment base, in lip-care products, hand creams, 
baby-care products and in many high-quality cosmetic products.

• The particularly soft “Nilotica” Shea Butter has a lower film 
formation due to its higher content of monounsaturated oleic acid 
and improves absorption behaviour.

Food

• Shea Butter is used as a natural cocoa butter substitute and for the 
substitution of other solid, partly hardened fats.

• It is used in margarine production.

Pharmaceuticals

• The triterpene alcohol contained in Shea Butter is anti-inflammatory, 
so Shea Butter can be used as an alternative in the treatment of 
rheumatoid arthritis.

• It is used for dandruff, dermatitis, and dry older skin.

Applications



The oil with a century-old tradition for wound healing

Tamanu Oil is extracted from the seeds of the evergreen tamanu tree 
(Calophyllum inophyllum). The tamanu tree comes from the South East 
Asian region and grows in Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar, Malaysia, 
and Sri Lanka, among other areas, as well as in Madagascar itself. 
This tree is recognisable by its dark, rough bark and elliptically shaped 
leaves. The tree blossoms twice a year, after which the flowers gradu-
ally turn into yellowish fruits. These fruits taste like apples and the 
„tamanu nut“ is hidden inside them; the nut is dried for at least two 
months before it is made into Tamanu Oil, utilising a gentle press-
ing process. For centuries, Tamanu Oil has been traditionally used for 
healing wounds in its countries of origin.

We added Tamanu Oil to our range at the end of 2016. For this  
reason, we particularly look forward to visiting our producers in the 
coming months at their locations.

Tamanu Oil
from Madagascar



Tamanu trees on Madagascar.

From the fruit to the nut, which is used for oil production.



Cosmetics

• Tamanu Oil is used as a high-quality active ingredient with revitalis-
ing anti-ageing effects in cosmetic formulations.

• It is an antioxidant and has regenerative and cell-stimulating prop-
erties due to its high level of essential linoleic acid content.

• The oleic acid it contains has a fluidising effect on the membranes of 
the skin cells and facilitates deep penetration into the skin.

• Tamanu Oil is particularly suitable for use in regenerating skin- and 
hair-care products.

Pharmaceuticals 

• Tamanu Oil is used in dermatology to improve atopic eczema and 
to relieve skin dryness, itching, and dandruff.

Veterinary and animal care

• Tamanu Oil is also used in veterinary medicine and animal care.

Applications

• Tamanu Oil contains a high proportion of 
oleic acid (C 18:1) and linoleic acid (C 18:2).

Characteristic properties



Our manager for African oil products, Yannic Jeworowski, 
would like to add:

As already mentioned at the beginning of this “round trip”, it is 
particularly important for us that we regularly visit the producers 
in their own back yard. This enables us to gain a comprehensive 
overview of the local situation and any relevant circumstances 
that may affect production. The challenges which our African 
producers have to overcome are incomparably greater than 
those in European countries. The relative lack of infrastructure and 
difficult climatic conditions have a marked effect on cultivation, 
harvesting, and transport. Different ways of thinking that apply in 
the region, as well as how the culture affects lifestyles, also have 
to be considered carefully.

All this means that a trip to Africa is always a journey of 
discovery.

Our visits and in particular the target-oriented, fair negotiations 
are always a favourable experience and personally enriching 
for us.
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